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Jesus the Messiah celebrated the Seder with His disciples. Join us as 
we take a quick tour through a traditional Passover seder and highlight 
those points that are especially meaningful to believers in Jesus.

Celebrate Passover with us! Simply visit chosenpeople.com/seder 
to find a Messiah in the Passover presentation in your area!

THE REMOVAL OF LEAVEN
Before the beginning of the Passover, all leaven, which is a symbol 
of sin (1 Cor. 5:6-8), must be removed from the Jewish home. 
The house is cleaned from top to bottom and anything containing 
leaven is removed. Then, the evening before the Passover, the 
father of the house takes the traditional cleaning implements - a 
feather, a wooden spoon, and a bag - and searches the house for 
any specks of leaven which might have been missed.

WASHING THE HANDS
Once the leaven is removed, the family sits around the table and 
ceremonially washes their hands with a special laver and towel. 

The Meaning of Passover
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Jesus also took part in this tradition, but rather than wash his 
hands, he got up from the table and washed the feet of his disciples, 
giving us an unparalleled lesson in humility (Jn. 13:2-17).

LIGHTING THE CANDLES
Once the house and the 
participants are ceremonially clean, 
the Passover seder can begin. The 
woman of the house says a blessing 
and lights the Passover candles. 
It is appropriate that the woman 
brings light into the home, because 

it was through the woman that the light of the world, Messiah Jesus, 
came into the world (Gen. 3:15).

HAGGADAH
Haggadah means “the telling”—the telling of the story of Passover. 
The story is told in response to four questions asked by the 
children: Why is this night different from all other nights? The 
father proceeds to tell the story of the Exodus from Egypt, reading 
from a book called “The Haggadah” and using symbols and object 
lessons in order to keep the attention of the little ones.

THE FIRST CUP
The seder begins with a blessing recited over the first of four cups: 
“Blessed art Thou, Lord our God, King of the Universe, who hast 
created the fruit of the vine.” Jesus himself blessed the first cup in 
Luke 22:17-18.

THE SECOND CUP
The second cup is to remind us of the Ten Plagues and the 
suffering of the Egyptians when they hardened their hearts to 
the Lord. In order not to rejoice over the suffering of our enemies 
(Prov. 24:17), we spill a drop of the fruit of the vine (which is a 
symbol of joy) as we recite each of the Ten Plagues, thus  
remembering that our joy is diminished at the suffering of others.
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AFIKOMEN
A very curious tradition now takes place. At the table is a bag with 
three compartments and three pieces of matzah. The middle piece 
of matzah is taken out, broken, and half is put back into the bag. 
The other half is wrapped in a linen napkin and hidden, to be taken 
out later, after the meal.

THE SEDER PLATE
The rabbis have devised a series of object lessons to keep the 
attention of the little ones during the Passover seder. These items 
are tasted by each person, as each is instructed to feel as if they 
themselves had taken part in the flight from Egypt.

KARPAS - 
GREENS
The first item 
taken is the 
karpas, or greens 
(usually parsley),  
which is a symbol 
of life. The parsley 
is dipped in salt 
water, a symbol of 
tears, and eaten, to 

remind us that life for our ancestors was immersed in tears.

BEITZAH - EGG
A roasted egg is on the seder plate to bring to mind the roasted 
daily temple sacrifice that no longer can be offered because the 
temple no longer stands. In the very midst of the Passover Seder, 
the Jewish people are reminded that they have no sacrifice to make 
them righteous before God.

MAROR - BITTER HERB
This is usually ground horseradish, and enough is eaten (with 
matzah) to bring a tear to the eyes. We cannot appreciate the 
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sweetness of redemption unless we first experience for ourselves 
the bitterness of slavery.

CHAROSET
Charoset is a sweet mixture of chopped apples, chopped nuts, 
honey, cinnamon, and a little Manischewitz grape wine (kosher 
for Passover) just for color! This sweet, pasty, brown mixture is 
symbolic of the mortar that our ancestors used to build bricks in 
the land of Egypt. Why do we remember an experience so bitter 
with something so sweet? The rabbis have a good insight: Even the 
bitterest of labor can be sweet when our redemption draws nigh. 
This is especially true for believers in the Messiah. We can find 
sweetness even in the bitterest of experiences because we know our 
Lord’s coming is near.

SHANKBONE OF THE LAMB
In every Jewish home, on every seder plate, is a bare shankbone 
of a lamb. In the book of Exodus, Jewish firstborns were spared 

from the Angel of 
Death by applying 
the blood of a 
spotless, innocent 
lamb applied 
to the doorpost 
of their homes 
as God brought 
the people from 
slavery into 
freedom. Today, 
we believe Jesus is 

that perfect Passover Lamb, and when we apply His blood to the 
doorposts of our heart, we too go from death into life, from the 
slavery of sin into the freedom of being a redeemed child of God. 
As John the Baptist said when he saw Jesus coming towards him, 
“Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” 
(Jn. 1:29)
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THE MEAL
At this point in the seder, the Passover meal is served. In a traditional 
Jewish home it might look something like this: Steaming hot chicken 
soup with huge, fluffy matzah balls; some matzah; slices of pungent, 
home-made gefilte fish with just-ground, make-you-cry horseradish; 
more matzah; chopped liver (with lots of schmaltz and crunchy fried 
onions) on a bed of lettuce; more matzah; enough delectable green 
salad to feed a colony of hungry rabbits; more matzah; more crispy 
fried onions on the side; more matzah... and that’s just the appetizer!

Next comes the meal... can you smell it? Tender, sweet brisket 
with cabbage; 
stewed chicken, 
roasted chicken, 
broiled chicken, 
boiled chicken, 
sautéed chicken, 
baked chicken; 
a whole roasted 
turkey; fresh-cut 
green beans with 
onions; carrot 

and prune tzimmes; sweet potato and raisin tzimmes; home-
made mashed potatoes swimming in butter; more matzah!

Did you save room for dessert? Well, you will have to wait, because 
now it’s time go on with the seder!

THE SEARCH FOR THE AFIKOMEN
After the meal is finished, the leader of the seder lets the children loose 
to hunt for the Afikomen, which was wrapped in a napkin and hidden 
before the meal. The house is in a ruckus as everyone rushes around 
to be the first to find the Afikomen and claim the prize as grandpa 
redeems it from the fortunate locator. The going rate is $5! Once the 
leader has retrieved the Afikomen, he breaks it up into pieces and 
distributes a small piece to everyone seated around the table. Jewish 
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people don’t really understand this tradition, but traditions don’t need 
to be understood—just followed! However, it is widely believed that 
these pieces of Afikomen bring a good, long life to those who eat them.

The tradition perhaps dates back to the time of Jesus. If this is the 
case, then Luke 22:19 takes on a greater meaning: “And he took 
bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is 
my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.’” For Jesus 
the Messiah would have taken the middle one of the three pieces of 
matzah, the piece that stood for the priest or mediator between God 
and the people, broken it as His body would be broken, wrapped half 
in a linen napkin as he would be wrapped in linen for burial, hidden 
it as he would be buried, brought it back as he would be resurrected, 
and distributed it to everyone seated with him, as He would 
distribute His life to all who believe. As He did this, he was conscious 
that this middle piece of matzah represented His own, spotless body 
given for the redemption of His people. As the matzah is striped 
and pierced, His own body would be striped and pierced, and it is 
by those wounds that we are healed (Is. 53:5). This middle piece of 
matzah, or the Afikomen, is our communion bread.

THIRD CUP
The third cup is taken after the meal. It is the cup of redemption, 
which reminds us of the shed blood of the innocent Lamb which 
brought our redemption from Egypt. 

We see that Jesus took the third cup in Luke 22:20 and 1 
Corinthians 11:25, “In the same way, 
after supper he took the cup, saying, 
‘This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood; do this, whenever you drink 
it, in remembrance of me.’” This was 
not just any cup, it was the cup of 
redemption from slavery into freedom. 
This is our communion cup.
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FOURTH CUP
The fourth cup is the Cup of Hallel. Hallel in Hebrew means 
“praise,” and we see in the beautiful High Priestly Prayer of John 
17, that Jesus took time to praise and thank the Lord at the end of 
the Passover seder, His last supper. The spotless Passover Lamb 
had praise on His lips as he went to His death.

ELIJAH’S CUP
A place setting remains empty for Elijah the prophet, the honored 
guest at every Passover table. The Jewish people expect Elijah to 
come at Passover and announce the coming of the Messiah (Mal. 
4:5). So a place is set, a cup is filled, and hearts are expectant for 
Elijah to come and announce the Good News. 

At the end of the seder meal, a child is sent to the door to 
open it and see if Elijah is there. Every year, the child returns, 
disappointed, and the cup is poured out without being touched. 
The Jewish people wait and hope for Messiah - they do not realize 
that Messiah has already come. But those of us who believe in 
Yeshua know that He is the one the prophets spoke of. He is the 
spotless, unblemished Passover Lamb, whose body was broken for 
us, whose blood was shed, and who now lives to distribute His life 
to all of us who apply His blood to the doorpost of our hearts and 
have passed from death into His eternal life.



1. HOW IS THE TIMING OF PASSOVER CALCULATED? WHY 
DOES PASSOVER SOMETIMES FALL AFTER EASTER?

The two holidays are based on two different calendars. Easter is 
based on the solar calendar, the calendar commonly used today. 
In Western churches, Easter is dated as the first Sunday after the 
first full moon of spring. It therefore occurs somewhere between 
March 22 and April 25. Eastern Orthodox churches have a different 
approach based on the lunar calendar.

Passover, on the other hand, is based on the Jewish calendar, a 
lunar calendar that has twelve 28-day months. Every two or three 
years, there is a thirteenth month called, Adar II, included in the 
calendar. Over the course of a 19-year cycle, this “extra” month 
occurs in the 3rd, 6th, 8th, 11th, 14th, 17th, and 19th years. The 
year 2008 was one of those years with an extra month. Passover 
occurs from the 15th to the 21st of the month of Nisan—which is 
the month right after the “extra” month of Adar II. The inclusion of 
the “extra” month in the lunar calendar thus caused Passover to fall 
nearly 30 days after Easter in 2008.

Passover FAQ
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2. WHY DO WE STILL CELEBRATE OLD TESTAMENT 
HOLIDAYS SUCH AS PASSOVER, SINCE JESUS HAS RISEN?

Believers in Messiah Jesus have a freedom to celebrate these 
holidays or not to celebrate them. To celebrate, one must do so 
in a way that is consistent with New Testament doctrine. Each of 
the appointed festivals in Leviticus 23 points to Jesus, and they 
look forward to His first and second comings. Celebration of these 
festivals is a great way to draw attention to Him.

Regarding Passover, this holiday is a powerful foreshadowing of 
His sacrificial death, burial, and resurrection. Paul exhorted the 
Corinthian believers to “celebrate the seder” (1 Corinth. 5:8).  
Doing so can be a great way to teach our children their biblical 
heritage, and it can also be a testimony to Jewish family and friends.

3. HOW IS PASSOVER RELATED TO THE LAST SUPPER?

The Last Supper was itself part of a celebration of Passover. 
Knowing that He would be put to death in a few hours, Jesus told 
his disciples, “...I have desired to eat this Passover with you before 
I suffer” (Lk. 22:15). At this celebration, He took elements of the 
Passover (the unleavened bread and the cup) and identified them 
as his body and blood, symbolizing his death.

Other elements of the Passover are important symbols as well. The 
“lamb” points to the Lamb of God 
(Jn. 1:29). Indeed, Jesus is the 
Passover Lamb. Paul tells us that 
as often as we eat this bread and 
drink of this cup (elements of 
the Passover and the heart of the 
Last Supper, or Communion), we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes (1 Corinth. 11:26).
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4. IS IT APPROPRIATE FOR GENTILE CHRISTIANS TO 
CELEBRATE PASSOVER?

There is a freedom that believers have in matters like this, and it can 
be quite meaningful for Gentile Christians to celebrate Passover. It 
can be a way of enjoying and identifying with their biblical heritage 
and as a testimony to Jewish friends and neighbors.

There is a wider dimension to this as well. After many Gentiles had 
come to faith in Jesus the Messiah (Acts 11:19-26), the issue of Gentile 
believers’ obligation to the Jewish Old Testament law became a major 
concern (Acts 15:5). The disciples gathered at what became known as 
the Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:6ff) and determined that the Gentiles 
should not feel obligated to observe the law (with a few requests, 
nonetheless). They further noted that the teachings of the law and 
its benefits would be available in the synagogues every Sabbath.

We see, therefore, that Gentile Christians can celebrate the 
Passover and reap benefits from doing so.

5. PASSOVER IS A SEVEN-DAY CELEBRATION. HOW ARE 
EACH OF THE DAYS CELEBRATED?

In the Bible, in Israel today, and in Reform Judaism, Passover lasts 
seven days. But among most observant Jews outside of Israel - 
including North America - an eighth day is added, since originally 
the matter of differing time zones gave concern that the festival was 
being observed during the correct dates. 
 
In the Bible (Lev. 23:4-8) the first and seventh days are 
emphasized, calling for gathering of a sacred assembly and abstaining 
from regular work. Among modern observant Jews, the first two, and 
in some cases the last two, days are emphasized; the observance of the 
seder, including a full meal, is common. This works better if there is 
more than one home and one cook for these evenings!
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The other days are known as “intermediate days” and only the 
week-long eating of unleavened bread instead of leavened bread 
is prescribed. On the evenings when there is a seder, the family 
gathers around the table and follows the fourteen items in the 
haggadah (“the telling”), thereby partaking of the various Passover 
elements, including the unleavened bread, bitter herbs, drinking of 
the four cups, etc.

6. WHAT PREPARATIONS ARE TYPICALLY MADE FOR THE 
PASSOVER, BOTH IN THE TIME OF JESUS AND TODAY?

In the time of Jesus, a good number of the traditional 
observances had not yet become a part of the celebration. But 
the three major component parts were in place: the lamb, the 
unleavened bread, and the bitter herbs. The washings and 
cup(s) of wine were a part of the seder, and it appears that the 
dipping of the bitter herbs in a bowl of salt (?) water also took 
place (Matt. 26:23). The observance of Passover was a good deal 

simpler than today.

Nowadays, the celebration 
has become highly 
developed and is a major 
event in the Jewish 
community. For weeks 
beforehand, the home gets 
a thorough spring cleaning 

geared toward getting all the leaven out of the house, since 
Passover introduces the week-long feast of unleavened bread.

The seder is a family event, and the table is ornate—graced by 
flowers, candles, and the various Passover elements, including the 
shank bone of the lamb, unleavened bread, bitter herbs, greens, salt 
water, egg, a sweet dish, and the four cups of wine. Many people 
have a special seder plate for the elements, as well as a matzah tash—a 
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covering for the unleavened bread. A special book known as the 
Haggadah (“The Telling”) is provided for the purpose of telling and 
living out the story of Israel’s deliverance from slavery in Egypt. 
The seder (“order”) is the telling of that story.

7. WHAT TYPICALLY IS EATEN FOR THE MAIN PASSOVER 
MEAL? WHY IS LAMB NO LONGER EATEN?

Actually, many Jews do eat lamb, notably the Sephardic Jews 
(those of Spanish descent). Many Sephardic Jews live in Israel 
today. It is the Ashkenazi Jews (those of eastern European descent) 
who do not eat lamb—as a reminder that the temple no longer 
stands and the lamb cannot be sacrificed. Turkey, chicken, or beef 
might be served instead. 

8. JOHN SAYS THAT JESUS DIED ON THE DAY OF 
PREPARATION OF PASSOVER WEEK, JUST BEFORE A 
SPECIAL SABBATH (JOHN 19:14, 31). THE OTHER THREE 
GOSPELS SEEM TO SAY THAT JESUS WAS ARRESTED 
ON THE FIRST DAY OF PASSOVER AND CRUCIFIED THE 
FOLLOWING DAY. 

HOW CAN THIS APPARENT CONTRADICTION BE 
RESOLVED, AND ON WHAT DAY OF THE WEEK WAS 
JESUS CRUCIFIED?

John 19:14 tells us that it was the day of preparation of Passover 
week, but it is not to be assumed that this was the preparation for 
the Passover. There were also the weekly Sabbath and the first day 
of the Feast of Unleavened Bread taking place at that time.
John 19:31 tells us that it was the day of preparation, and the next 
day was to be a special Sabbath. The special Sabbath may mean 
a weekly Sabbath that was special because it was at the time of 
Passover, or it may refer to the Feast of Unleavened Bread.
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A scenario to consider is as follows:

• The Passover lamb was slain at twilight Wednesday, just as 
Thursday was beginning (Jewish days go from sunset to sunset).

• Thursday was the preparation for the Passover and that 
evening (the beginning of Friday) the Passover was eaten—
including the Passover meal eaten by Jesus and his disciples 
(initiating the Lord’s Supper).

• Later that night was Gethsemane, the arrest, and the trial 
by Annas and Caiphas, going very late into the night. The 
rooster crowed, indicating that it was early in the morning 
(John 19:27) and that was confirmed in John 19:28.

• It was now Friday morning, still the day of Passover, and 
Jesus was taken by the chief priests and elders to Pilate 
(Matthew 27:1; John 19:28). Jesus was taken to be crucified, 
and was dead and buried before the weekly Sabbath began.

• A guard was placed on the tomb for the Sabbath (Friday 
evening to Saturday sunset).

• Early Sunday morning the tomb was discovered empty, 
because Jesus was risen.

It is sometimes thought that the day of the week in which Jesus 
was crucified was Wednesday or perhaps Thursday, but the above 
approach suggests Friday. It is true that Jesus was to be dead three 
days and three nights (Matt. 12:40), but we must understand that 
the Jews of that time considered any part of a day to be considered 
as a day, and so Jesus spoke of rising from the dead on the third 
day (Lk. 24:46).

We of course know that the important thing is that He 
rose (1 Corinth. 15:3-4)!
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9. HOW CAN I FIND A MESSIANIC PASSOVER 
CELEBRATION IN MY AREA?

We would love to have you celebrate Passover with us! 
Visit chosenpeople.com/seder to search for a Messiah in the 
Passover presentation in your area.

If you have a question about Passover that wasn’t answered in this 
article, visit chosenpeople.com/passover.



Passover, which celebrates the exodus of the Jewish people from 
their bondage in Egypt under Pharaoh, is one of the festivals that 
grounds Jewish life in history and tradition. You too can celebrate 
it with your family, friends, and neighbors as the Jewish people 
have celebrated from before the time of Jesus. 

The Haggadah (“the telling”), which has changed little over 
the centuries, is our guide to the Seder (the order of the 
ceremony). Just follow the steps below and you will experience the 
blessing of gathering to celebrate the Passover, just as Jesus the 
Messiah gathered with His disciples at the Last Supper.

The Passover involves two separate kinds of food: the 
Passover meal, and the special elements that are part of the 
ceremony—the bitter herbs, the parsley, the hard-boiled egg, 
the lamb shank, the matzah (unleavened bread), the salt water, 
the charoset (chopped apple and nut mixture) and the Four Cups. 
Three pieces of matzah, separated by napkins or else placed in 
a special pouch called the matzah tash, are placed alongside 
the seder plate.

A Guide to Celebrating  
Passover in Your Home
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LIGHTING THE CANDLES
The woman of the house lights the candles, reciting the Passover blessing:

“Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who has 
sanctified us with His commandments and commands us to kindle 
the Festival candles.”

THE FOUR CUPS
Each of the Four Cups of Passover stands for one of the four “I 
wills” of Exodus 6:6-7:

• Sanctification: “I will bring you out from under the burdens of 
the Egyptians.”

• Judgment: “I will rescue you from their bondage.”

• Redemption: “I will redeem you with an outstretched arm.”

• Praise: “I will take you as My people.”

The red color of the fruit of the vine reminds us of the blood 
of the lamb, which was applied to the doorposts and lintels of 
Jewish homes to avert the terrible judgment of the Lord upon 
the wickedness of Egypt. While drinking, we recline to the left, to 
symbolize the freedom of our liberation from slavery.

THE FIRST CUP—THE CUP OF SANCTIFICATION
The leader of the seder offers the blessing: “Blessed art Thou, O 
Lord our God, King of the Universe, Creator of the fruit of the 
vine.” All partake of the cup together.

THE KARPAS (PARSLEY)
All dip greens in the salt water—the 
greens symbolize hyssop, the plant used 
to brush the blood of the lamb upon the 
Jewish homes at the first Passover, and 
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the salt water represents the tears shed by the Jewish people while 
in bondage.

THE BREAKING OF THE MATZAH
The middle matzah is removed from the napkins or matzah 
tash and is broken in half. One half is wrapped up in a cloth napkin 
and hidden for the children to search for during the dinner. The 
remaining half is replaced in the matzah tash.

THE FOUR QUESTIONS OF PASSOVER
An introductory question is asked: “Why is this night different from 
all other nights?” This is an invitation to tell why the Passover is 
so meaningful. The following questions are one of the most well-
established centerpieces of the Passover celebration. They are 
usually asked by the youngest child at the table.

1. On all nights we eat either leavened or unleavened bread; why 
on this night do we eat only matzah (unleavened bread)?

2. On all nights we eat vegetables and herbs of all kinds; why on 
this night do we eat only bitter herbs?

3. On all nights we never think of dipping herbs in water or in 
anything else; why on this night do we dip the parsley in salt 
water and the bitter herbs in charoset?

4. On all nights we eat either sitting upright or reclining; why on 
this night do we all recline?

THE MAGGID (TELLING OF THE STORY)
In reply to the Four Questions, the Passover narrative is read from 
Exodus 12:1-13, placing special emphasis upon the essentials of the 
Passover—the lamb, the unleavened bread, the bitter herbs and the 
manner in which the children of Israel were instructed to eat the 
Passover meal.
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THE TEN PLAGUES
The Second Cup is filled and the ten plagues that the Lord visited 
upon Egypt are now recited in unison. The participants in the seder 
spill a drop from the Second Cup for each plague. This represents 
the belief that we must have compassion for our enemies, and our 
joy is diminished by remembering the Egyptians’ suffering.

THE SECOND CUP—THE CUP OF JUDGMENT
We partake together of the Second Cup, with the traditional 
blessing (see First Cup above).

THE MATZAH
The leader of the Seder elevates the unity of the three pieces 
of matzah. Then he breaks olive-sized pieces from the top and 

middle matzahs and 
distributes them to 
the others. After the 
following prayer, they 
are eaten:

“Blessed art Thou, O 
Lord our God, King of 
the Universe, who has 
sanctified us with His 
commandments and 

commands us concerning the eating of the unleavened bread.”

THE MAROR (BITTER HERBS)
Everyone dips a small piece of matzah into the maror, and eats 
after the following blessing:

“Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who 
has sanctified us with His commandments and commands us 
concerning the eating of bitter herbs.”
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THE CHAROSET (MORTAR)
A small piece of matzah is dipped into the charoset, a mixture 
of finely chopped apples, nuts, honey, and cinnamon, which 
symbolizes the mortar with which the children of Israel fashioned 
the bricks for Pharoah’s building projects. The matzah is eaten.

SHULCHAN ORECH (THE PASSOVER DINNER)
Dinner is served. It may be as simple as chicken, potatoes and 
cooked carrots. Matzah ball soup is a common dish. Adventurous 
cooks may want to find a Jewish cookbook and try Jewish recipes 
from around the world. Throughout the dinner, the children search 
for the piece of matzah that was previously hidden.

THE AFIKOMEN (THE HIDDEN MATZAH)
After the meal, the hidden matzah is presented by the fortunate 
boy or girl who has found it. The leader of the Seder “redeems” it 
with a gift of money. It is then broken, distributed and eaten. This, 
together with the Third Cup, forms the basis of the Lord’s Supper.

THE THIRD CUP—THE CUP OF REDEMPTION
The Third Cup is consumed with the appropriate blessing (see 
above). This cup is a reminder of the shed blood of the Passover 
Lamb that purchased our redemption from slavery.

ELIJAH’S PLACE
Throughout the evening, one place 
at the table has been left unoccupied. 
This is Elijah’s place, and the door 
is now opened to see if he will enter, 
and bring with him the long-awaited 
Messiah of Israel.

THE ZEROAH AND THE BETZAH (SHANKBONE AND EGG)
The shankbone and egg, symbols of sacrifices that are no longer 
offered because of the destruction of the Temple, are referenced for 
the sake of their presence on the Passover Plate.
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THE FOURTH CUP—THE CUP OF PRAISE
As the Passover is brought to conclusion, the blessing is said and 
the Fourth Cup is taken, while the following phrase is said in 
unison:  “Next Year in Jerusalem!”
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THOROUGHLY MODERN MATZO BALLS

You can’t play golf with 
them...you can’t play 
tennis, and you certainly 
can’t go bowling with 
them... or at least you’re 
not supposed to! Matzah 
balls (pronounced 
mat-zah, not mat-zoe), 
a traditional Passover 

delicacy, are supposed to be so light and fluffy that, although they 
are served as an appetizer, they almost float away before the meal.

Everybody has an opinion on matzah balls. Who makes the lightest 
and fluffiest? We want to share a secret recipe that will help you 
win any matzah ball opinion survey hands down.

Of course, you start with matzah meal: you can buy it, you can 
make your own by running pieces of matzah through a food 
processor until they make a fine flour, or you can pick up a package 

Passover Recipes
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of Manischewitz Matzo Ball Mix!

In a small bowl, lightly beat four eggs together with four 
tablespoons of vegetable oil. Blend in one cup of matzah meal, 
about 2 teaspoons of salt, and a bit of garlic and onion powder to 
taste. Then add the secret ingredient: 1/4 cup of club soda or seltzer 
(the bubbles are what make the matzo balls so light!).

The mixture needs to rest, covered, in the refrigerator for 15 
minutes. While the matzo ball mixture is resting, bring about 3 
quarts of chicken soup or stock to a brisk boil.

Now wet your hands and begin to form the matzo ball mix into 
1-inch balls... but it’s really important that you don’t squeeze them! 
Remember, the key word is light and fluffy, so be gentle! You 
should have about 16 matzo balls—don’t worry if you have a few 
more or less.

Reduce the heat and drop the matzo balls one by one into the 
boiling soup. Cover the pot tightly and cook for about 30 minutes. 
Serve them nice and hot, two or three per person. Between the 
bubbles in the club soda and your gentle, loving touch in forming 
them, I guarantee that you’ll have the lightest and fluffiest matzah 
balls on the block. Enjoy!

PASSOVER TZIMMES

• 1 lb carrots
• 5 sweet potatoes
• 1/2 cup pitted prunes
• 1/2 cup honey
• 1 cup orange juice
• 1 tsp cinnamon
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Tzimmes is a wonderfully sweet, delicious vegetable dish served at 
Passover. It’s such a mushy mixture of tastes that it has come to be 
an expression in the Jewish vocabulary, as in “Oy, don’t make such 
a tzimmes, sweetheart!” (meaning don’t mix things up and make 
them such a big deal!).

To make Passover tzimmes, first preheat the oven to 350ºF. Then 
peel and chop the carrots and sweet potatoes into 1-inch pieces. 
Cook them together in a large pot of water for about 15 minutes 
over medium heat, until they are a little tender but still firm. 
Then mix in the prunes and put the whole tzimmes in a casserole 
dish. In a separate bowl, mix together the honey, orange juice 
and cinnamon, and pour over the vegetable mix. Cover and bake 
for about 30-45 minutes. Take off the cover, stir, and bake for 
another 10 minutes or so until all the vegetables are nice and 
soft. Tzimmes tastes better if you refrigerate it overnight, but be 
sure to reheat it in a very slow oven. Serves 6-8. Enjoy!

CHOCOLATE MACAROONS

What’s a meal without dessert? Every Jewish mother loves the 
excitement that follows when dessert is finally revealed—but on 
Passover, we need to be a little more creative. These chocolate 
macaroons (sort of like cookies only better!), are sure to bring 
smiles to your Passover table!

• 3 egg whites
• 1 cup sugar
• 1/3 cup cocoa powder (unsweetened)
• 2 cups shredded coconut (unsweetened)
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
• Just a pinch of salt 

First mix the sugar and cocoa together. Then in a separate bowl, 



26 | Passover Recipes

Chosen People Ministries . chosenpeople.com

beat the egg whites (adding the pinch of salt) until stiff peaks begin 
to form. Slowly sprinkle the sugar and cocoa mixture, and blend 
into the egg whites. Then fold in the coconut and vanilla extract. 
That’s it! Now line a baking sheet with parchment paper, and drop 
the mixture by spoonfuls about an inch apart. Bake them for 15-20 
minutes at 350°F, and then share a few! Makes about 3-4 dozen.

COCONUT MACAROONS

If you’re invited to a Passover Seder this year, you’ll be the favorite 
guest if you bring along a batch or two of these light and fabulous 
coconut macaroons, kosher for Passover! They’re super-easy to make! 

You’ll need:

• 2 egg whites
• 1/2 tsp. vanilla extract
• Pinch of salt
• 2/3 cup sugar
• 1 1/3 cup coconut flakes 

All you do is beat the egg whites, vanilla and salt until soft peaks 
form. Then VERY SLOWLY sprinkle in the sugar, just a little at 
a time, and then gently fold in the coconut with a spatula. That’s 
it! Now drop spoonfuls onto a greased cookie sheet and bake in a 
preheated oven at 350° for 20 minutes. Makes about 2 dozen. Enjoy!

HOLIDAY CRANBERRY MOLD
Serves 6-8

Ingredients:

• Family Size packet of Raspberry Jell-o – 1 box
• Whole cranberry sauce – 1 can – 14 oz (crushed)
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• Crushed Pineapple – 1 can – 14 oz (drained)
• Walnuts chopped – ½ cup
• Pineapple juice – ½ cup 

Directions:

1. Boil 2 cups of water and add dry jello mix
2. Add crushed pineapple
3. Add cranberry sauce
4. Add 1 cup of cold water and ½ cup of pineapple juice
5. Add mixture into a mold
6. Refrigerate for 1 day. 
7. When ready to serve, dip mold in warm water and flip to place 

on a plate.

FLOURLESS CHOCOLATE ESPRESSO CAKE

Ingredients:

• 3 tablespoons unsalted butter, plus more to grease pan
• 6 ounces bittersweet chocolate, chopped
• 6 large eggs, separated, at room temperature
• 1 cup granulated sugar
• 3 tablespoons instant espresso powder
• 1/4 teaspoon coarse salt
• 1 tablespoon vanilla extract
• Parchment paper

Chocolate Espresso Sauce:

• 3 ounces bittersweet chocolate, chopped
• 1 1/2 tablespoons unsalted butter
• 2 teaspoons vanilla extract
• 1/3 cup heavy cream
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• 1/3 cup granulated sugar
• 1 tablespoon instant espresso powder
• 1/4 teaspoon coarse salt 

Instructions:

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Using parchment paper, trace 
the removable bottom of a 9-inch springform pan and cut to 
fit. Return bottom to the springform pan and grease the pan 
with butter.  Place the parchment cut-out over the bottom of 
the pan.

2. Melt butter and chocolate in a double boiler or heatproof 
bowl set over a pan of simmering water. Set aside.

3. With a mixer beat egg yolks with 1/2 cup sugar until thick and 
pale, about 3 minutes. Add espresso and salt, and beat for 1 
minute. Add vanilla and melted chocolate mixture, and beat 
for 1 minute.

4. In a separate, clean bowl beat egg whites until foamy. Slowly 
add remaining 1/2 cup sugar, beating until stiff peaks form. 
Fold whites into chocolate mixture in 3 additions. Pour batter 
into prepared pan.

5. Bake until set, 40 to 45 minutes. Let cool completely in 
pan on a rack. Remove pan sides. Carefully lift cake with a 
spatula, and remove parchment.

6. Make the sauce: Place chocolate, butter, and vanilla in a bowl. 
Bring remaining ingredients to a boil, stirring, and pour over 
chocolate mixture. Whisk until smooth. 

7. Serve sauce warm over cake.
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During Passover, observant Jewish people refrain from eating 
leaven. This tradition comes from God’s commandment to Israel 
in the Torah, “For seven days no leaven shall be found in your 
houses, since whoever eats what is leavened, that same person 
shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he is a 
stranger or a native of the land. You shall eat nothing leavened; in 
all your dwellings you shall eat unleavened bread” (Ex. 12:19-20). 
As Jewish people prepare for Passover, each family removes the 
leaven from their home. Then, during a ceremony called Bedikat 
Chametz, every traditional household conducts a final search for 
leaven throughout the house, gathers it together and burns it, after 
which the house is kosher for Passover.

Paul uses this Jewish practice as the background to his discussion 
in 1 Corinthians 5:6-8, “Your glorying is not good. Do you not know 
that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? Therefore purge out 
the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are 
unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the 
leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth.”

The Removal of Leaven
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At that time, the believing community of Corinth was tolerant of 
gross immorality. Paul compares sin to leaven and commands the 
congregation at Corinth to clean out the sin from within their midst 
in the same way the Jewish community removes leaven from their 
homes during Passover. Just as leaven permeates an entire lump 
of dough, sinful behavior affects the entire life of an individual and 
congregation. If the congregation at Corinth did not deal with the 
wicked behavior in their midst, then this behavior would defile the 
whole community.

When making challah, the traditional Jewish bread for Shabbat, 
a small amount of yeast is added to the dough, and this bit of 
yeast leavens the entire loaf of bread. In the same way, sin affects 
a person’s entire life. We cannot compartmentalize our lives and 
isolate sin in a particular area so that it does not affect the other 
areas of our lives. God created us as holistic people, and we deceive 
ourselves when we think the small or hidden sins in our lives will not 
affect the other areas of our soul. Even small and hidden sins will 
permeate and corrode our entire being. As Paul wrote, the reason we 
must remove the wicked behavior from our lives is that our Messiah 
was sacrificed, like a Passover lamb, to remove our unrighteousness.

Therefore, we should pursue righteousness, since our Messiah 
has removed the chametz (leaven) from our lives. Paul describes 
people with leaven as depraved and wicked, whereas people who 
are pure in motives and upright in character have no leaven. The 
“unleavened” person does not have a hidden or secret life.

The preparation for Passover can remind us to think about the 
unrighteous behaviors we tolerate in our own lives. If we tolerate 
immoral thoughts or actions, they will begin to affect our spiritual 
lives and ultimately destroy our soul. If we are serious about 
honoring God and having a healthy spiritual life, then we cannot 
tolerate the hidden and secret sins. In the spirit of Passover, let us 
remove the sin from our lives, so that we are kosher for Passover.
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The Passover seder contains many poignant traditions, but the 
eating of the afikomen after the meal is one of the most fascinating 
customs. The seder contains 15 separate steps or stages, and 
the afikomen comes during the twelfth step, which is called tzafun.  
The Hebrew word tzafun means “hidden” or “concealed,” which 
accurately conveys the uncertain and peculiar origin of the ritual.

Early in the seder, the leader lifts up the three pieces of matzah, 
removes the middle piece and breaks it in half. He then takes the 
larger half of the broken matzah and sets it aside until later in the 
ceremony. This broken piece of matzah is the afikomen. In some 
traditions, the children in the home attempt to steal the afikomen 
during the meal, while in other traditions the leader hides the 
afikomen from the children, who then search for it. In both 
traditions, the leader attempts to redeem the afikomen from the 
children, often in exchange for a small gift.

Surprisingly, afikomen is not Hebrew, but a Greek word, the 
precise meaning of which is difficult to determine. Some have 
proposed the derivation of this word from the Greek verb meaning 

The Origin of the Afikomen
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“I have come.” The writer of Hebrews quotes Psalm 40 in the 
following passage:

Then I said, “Behold, I have come—

In the volume of the book it is written of Me—

To do Your will, O God.”

Previously saying, “Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and 
offerings for sin You did not desire, nor had pleasure in them” 
(which are offered according to the law), then He said, “Behold, I 
have come to do Your will...”   (Hebrews 10:7-9). 

Despite the Messianic emphasis of this reading, it does not seem 
likely this is the meaning of afikomen.

Others suggest that the word afikomen originates from an ancient 
Greek tradition known as epikomion. In this tradition, the ancient 
Greeks participated in pagan after-dinner festivities by traveling 
from one party to another, so the Rabbis named this piece of 
matzah afikomen to show how the Jewish community must not 
imitate the pagan parties in their celebrations. Rather than a 
continuous evening of festivities, the Jewish people must approach 
the Passover meal with reverence.

Before the destruction of the Temple, the Jewish community 
concluded the Passover meal with the eating of a small (olive-sized) 
piece of lamb. This ritual emphasized the importance of the Pesach 
sacrifice. Today, the afikomen represents this sacrifice, and Jewish 
people conclude the Passover meal with the eating of a small piece 
of the afikomen.

When Jesus celebrated His last Passover with His disciples, 
He gave them matzah as the symbol of His body. The matzah 
is unleavened, striped and pierced, just as the prophet 
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Isaiah describes the Messiah: “But He was wounded for our 
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement 
for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed.” 
(Isaiah 53:5).

Prior to the meal, this matzah was broken, wrapped in linen, and 
hidden away. Following the dinner, the matzah reappears. For 
the Messianic Jewish community, the afikomen symbolically 
represents the Messiah, as Jesus’ body was broken, wrapped in 
linen, buried, and raised on the third day.

It is interesting that the eating of the afikomen occurs during 
the tzafun, which means “hidden” or “concealed.” Although 
the afikomen provides a remarkable symbol of Jesus, the Jewish 
Messiah, many Jewish people have not yet discovered Him. The 
Messiah thus remains hidden from much of the Jewish community.
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Every year, Jewish people gather in family dining rooms around 
the world to celebrate the Passover seder and remember God’s 
redemption of Israel from slavery in Egypt. The seder is designed 
to involve all five senses in the retelling of the Exodus story to the 
next generation. As we celebrate, we imagine that we too were once 
slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, because “if the Eternal God had not 
brought our forefathers out from Egypt, then even we, our children, 
and our children’s children might still have been enslaved to 
Pharaoh in Egypt” (from the traditional Passover service).

We tell our children the story of our deliverance from Egypt so that 
they can remember the severity of our people’s slavery and the wonder 
of our redemption. According to Rabbi Gamaliel, who tutored the 
apostle Paul when he was a student, any father who has not taught 
his children about the Passover lamb, the unleavened bread, or bitter 
herbs (typically horseradish), “has not fulfilled his duty.”

Horseradish—normally used as a garnish—completely overpowers 
the senses when you eat it on a small piece of matzah. According 
to Jewish tradition, one must eat enough bitter herbs (maror in 
Hebrew) to bring tears to the eyes. The tears and the bitter herbs 
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remind each seder participant how the great affliction the Jewish 
people endured brought tears to their eyes.

If we fail to remember the bitterness of our slavery in Egypt, we 
might be tempted to return to the source of our enslavement. 
Shortly after the Israelites left Egypt, they began to romanticize 
their affliction and complain to Moses about their perceived lack 
of food (Ex. 16:1-3). Even though their rations in Egypt were 
meager, they remembered that “we sat by the pots of meat and… 
ate bread to the full!” (Ex. 16:3). Their brief adversity in the desert 
caused them to forget their suffering in Egypt (Ex. 3:7-9; 4:31), not 
to mention the abundance of plunder they received as a result of 
their deliverance (Ex. 12:32-38). This is why it is vital to recall the 
anguish we endured under Pharaoh during the Passover seder.

If our ancestors, who had personally experienced the bitterness 
of slavery in Egypt, were so apt to forget the goodness of their 
redemption, how much more do we tend to overlook the 
great disparity between our previous anguish and our present 
deliverance? In the same way, if we don’t remember the bitterness 
of our enslavement to sin, we will not appreciate the wonder of our 
redemption, which Yeshua the Messiah provided through His death 
and resurrection. This is why Paul instructs the Ephesian church to 
remember how they were previously alienated from the covenants 
of promise and without the hope of God in a desolate world (Eph. 
2:11-12).

By “suffering” symbolically through the consumption of 
horseradish, we remember the bitterness of our slavery and recall 
the joy of our redemption.
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The Apostle Paul writes that Yeshua’s resurrection, which we celebrate 
at Easter, is the most significant event in history for believers  
(1 Cor. 15), as our faith would be meaningless without it (1 Cor. 15:14).

Paul says that Jesus’ resurrection represents the firstfruits of 
those who have already died (I Cor. 15:20-23). Paul intentionally 
chooses the word “firstfruits” as an allusion to the Jewish holiday 
by the same name. God commanded the nation of Israel to offer 
the firstfruits of their harvest to Him on the first day following the 
Sabbath of Passover (Lev. 23:9-14).

When God commanded the nation of Israel to offer the firstfruits of 
their harvest, He was asking the nation to make a sacrifice of faith. 
If God had already provided the nation a bountiful initial harvest, 
then the nation could expect an even more bountiful harvest in the 
coming months. In the same way, Jesus’ resurrection gives us hope 
that we too will experience the resurrection in the future. For us as 
believers, the resurrection is not simply an historical event, but also 
a foretaste of what is to come in the future, when God gives us new, 
redeemed bodies.

Firstfruits of the Resurrection
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We hope this booklet has informed, enlightened and 
inspired you. The deliverance of God’s chosen people 
from the bondage of slavery in Egypt, and ultimately, 
the deliverance of all humanity from the bondage of 
sin and death, is the heart of the Passover celebration.  
Passover is a powerful foreshadowing of our Messiah’s 
sacrificial death, burial, and resurrection. 

And Moses said to the people:  
“Remember this day in which you went out of Egypt,  
out of the house of bondage; for by strength of hand  

the Lord brought you out of this place...”

—Exodus 13:3

Therefore purge out the old leaven,  
that you may be a new lump,  

since you truly are unleavened.  
For indeed Christ, our Passover,  

was sacrificed for us. 

—1 Corinthians 5:7



HE WILL BE A DESCENDANT OF ABRAHAM (Genesis 12:1-3)
The LORD had said to Abram,“Leave your country, your people 
and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you. I 
will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make 
your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who 
bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on 
earth will be blessed through you.”

HE WILL BE FROM THE TRIBE OF JUDAH (Genesis 49:10)
The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff 
from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs and the 
obedience of the nations is his.

HE WILL BE FROM THE HOUSE OF DAVID (2 Samuel 7:12-13)
When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will 
raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your 
own body, and I will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will 
build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever.

HE WILL BE BORN OF A VIRGIN (Isaiah 7:14)
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be 
with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

HE WILL BE BORN IN BETHLEHEM (Micah 5:2) 
But you, Bethlehem Ephratah, though you are small among the 
clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler 
over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.

HE WILL BE GOD HIMSELF (Isaiah 9:6-7) 
For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Messianic Prophecies



HE WILL BE A PROPHET LIKE MOSES (Deuteronomy 18:15)
The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 
among your own brothers. You must listen to him.

HE WILL COME HUMBLY (Zechariah 9:9)
Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle 
and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

HE WILL BE CRUCIFIED (Psalm 22:16-18)
For dogs have surrounded Me;The congregation of the wicked has 
enclosed Me. They pierced My hands and My feet;  I can count all 
My bones. They look and stare at Me.  They divide My garments 
among them, and for My clothing they cast lots.

HE WILL BE A SUFFERING SERVANT (Isaiah 53:5-6)
But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for 
our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And 
by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; 
We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the Lord has laid 
on Him the iniquity of us all.

ISRAEL WILL MOURN FOR HIM (Zechariah 12:10)
And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on 
me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as 
one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one 
grieves for a firstborn son.

There is no person in all of recorded history who fits these 
descriptions more perfectly than Yeshua (Jesus)! 

 



Chosen People Ministries was founded by Rabbi Leopold Cohn 
in 1894 to bring the Gospel of Jesus the Messiah to the Jewish 
people.  In carrying out this purpose, the Mission also seeks to 
inspire the Church to participate in and support the work of Jewish 
evangelism, helping fellow believers carry out this vital part of 
God’s divine redemptive plan.  

Rabbi Leopold Cohn founded Chosen People Ministries in 
the Brownsville section of Brooklyn, New York, shortly after 
he received Jesus as his Messiah. In its earliest days, people 
affectionately referred to the Mission as the Brownsville 
Mission to the Jews. Rabbi Cohn established an outreach 
headquartered in a renovated horse stable, where the Mission 
offered a variety of services and classes for the growing 
population of Jewish immigrants. His wife, Rose, was 
instrumental in organizing some of the outreach programs.  
The Mission published the first issue of its monthly newsletter, 
The Chosen People, in October 1895. 

The proclamation of the Gospel to the Jewish people encountered 
resistance from some, but there were many in the Jewish community 
who welcomed the message that the Jewish people could receive 
Messiah’s gift of eternal life while maintaining a Jewish identity.  

After a few years, the Mission moved its headquarters to Williamsburg 
(Brooklyn), and then to Manhattan. As ministry expanded beyond a 
regional focus, the Mission changed its name to American Board of 
Missions to the Jews to reflect the wider scope of the organization. 
Missionaries began following God’s call to reach the Jewish 
community throughout North and South America, Europe and 
Israel. Eventually, the Mission changed its name to Chosen People 
Ministries, and, after a number of years in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
the Mission headquarters returned to its birthplace in New York City. 

The History of Chosen People Ministries



Chosen People Ministries continually seeks to meet the needs of each 
generation with both spiritual and material assistance. 

The Mission has continued to develop a rich tradition 
throughout its history. Following Rabbi Cohn’s death in 
1937, Joseph Hoffman Cohn succeeded his father as Mission 
leader, serving until his death in 1953. A long line of godly 
men has served Chosen People Ministries as effective leaders. 
Harold Pretlove, Dr. Daniel Fuchs, Harold Sevener, and Sam 
Nadler have each left an indelible mark on the character of the 
century-old Mission. Now under the leadership of Dr. Mitch 
Glaser, Chosen People Ministries continues to experience an 
exciting time of renewal and expansion.  

Just as it did over one hundred years ago, Chosen People 
Ministries offers English/Bible classes to Jewish immigrants. 
The Mission also seeks to utilize new means of communication 
to reach Jewish people in this new millennium with the eternal 
message of God’s love in Jesus the Messiah.  Chosen People 
Ministries is eager, with God’s help and your prayers and 
support, to reach the Jewish people of the twenty-first century. 
Yes, the world and the Jewish community have experienced 
enormous changes—but humanity’s need for reconciliation to 
God remains the same. Chosen People Ministries continues to 
follow its calling to proclaim the unchanging message of the 
Gospel to the Lord’s chosen people.

OUR MINISTRY PROGRAMS

Chosen People Ministries exists to pray for, evangelize, disciple, and 
serve Jewish people everywhere and to help fellow believers do the 
same. We fulfill this mission through many types of ministry programs.

 



Messianic Centers

One of our most effective ministry strategies is to engage local 
Jewish communities through our Messianic Centers. Our centers 
are facilities that we rent or own, located in key Jewish population 
centers; they serve as the base of our ministry operations in the 
surrounding community. In addition to supporting our evangelistic 
and discipleship efforts, they provide a place for worship, Bible 
studies, spiritual counseling, and practical help ministries like food 
distribution and addiction recovery programs.  Some of our key 
Messianic Centers are located in New York, Los Angeles, South 
Florida, London, Berlin, Moscow, Tel Aviv, and Jerusalem. 

Messianic Congregations

Messianic Congregations are places of worship where both Jewish 
and Gentile believers can fellowship together in a Jewish context. 
In addition, they offer Jewish seekers a familiar cultural setting 
combined with clear Gospel teaching, which communicates our 
commitment that one can be Jewish and believe in Jesus! We have 
helped launch dozens of Messianic Congregations around the world, 
and they continue to be an important and viable part of our ministry.

Evangelism and Discipleship

Evangelism has always been the heartbeat of our ministry, and 
every year we lead outreach programs and events specifically 
designed for reaching Jewish people with the Gospel. Our 
traditional outreach programs include tract distribution, open-
air concerts, book tables, and surveys. During our Isaiah 53 
Evangelistic Campaign, we have incorporated newer outreach 
methods, by utilizing media and advertising to offer evangelistic 
literature to Jewish people. We also host seminars and debates 
where Jewish seekers can learn about Jesus in a neutral setting. 
Through each of these outreach events, we meet Jewish people who 
are seeking spiritual answers. Our missionaries connect with these 



individuals and build authentic relationships with those who are 
seeking the truth. 

Equipping the Local Church

Another key focus of Chosen People Ministries is to engage and train 
local churches for Jewish evangelism. Throughout our history, we have 
observed that one of the key factors in Jewish people coming to know 
the Lord is the positive influence of Gentile Christians. Therefore, we 
have made it a priority to develop and offer resources for churches 
to help believers discover the Jewish roots of the Christian faith and 
understand the need for Jewish evangelism. We continually develop 
tools and help equip churches with practical ways for congregants to 
share Jesus with Jewish people in their communities.

THE MASTER OF DIVINITY PROGRAM   

Another way we are fulfilling our mission is by identifying and training new 
leaders in Jewish ministry through our seminary program: The Charles 
L. Feinberg Center for Messianic Jewish Studies. Several years ago, we 
recognized a tremendous need within Jewish missions for more seminary-
trained leadership. Through a partnership with Biola University’s Talbot 
School of Theology, located strategically in the Los Angeles metropolitan 
area, we were able to develop a cutting-edge new Master of Divinity 
program with an emphasis on Messianic Jewish Studies.  After receiving 
accreditation through the New York Board of Regents and the Association 
of Theological Schools, we began classes in summer of 2007.  

The Feinberg Center program contains 98 credits and awards a 
Master of Divinity degree in Messianic Jewish Studies from Talbot 
School of Theology. Our program is still the only one of its kind 
in the world; it offers unique coursework to prepare leaders for 
Jewish ministry as missionaries, Messianic pastors, non-profit 
leaders, and educators. Three key components of the program 
make it unique: the coursework, field ministry, and cost.



Coursework

We have designed the curriculum for the Feinberg Center to 
incorporate both a typical Jewish studies program and an evangelical 
seminary program, while also catering each specific class towards the 
current needs of Jewish ministry. Each of our Jewish studies courses, 
like Rabbinic Literature and Theology, Theology of the Siddur 
(Jewish prayer book), and Jewish History, contain practical elements 
on how a better understanding of Jewish tradition can enhance 
our work in Jewish missions. Additionally, each of the traditional 
evangelical seminary courses, like Pastoral Studies, Church History, 
and Apologetics, provide a unique Jewish perspective for the context 
of Jewish ministry. Our professors are all excellent scholars with a 
long history of personal experience in Jewish ministry.  

Field Ministry

We placed the Feinberg Center in New York City because it is 
the center of Jewish life in America. With close to two million 
Jewish people, the city provides endless possibilities for students 
to immerse themselves in Jewish culture and ministry while 
completing their coursework. In fact, each semester we organize 
various Jewish-focused field ministry programs to help each 
student put what they have learned in the classroom into practice.

We have designed the different field ministry opportunities to 
expose our students to several aspects of Jewish ministry over the 
course of their studies. These aspects include direct evangelism, 
discipleship, leading Bible studies, Messianic congregation 
leadership, and non-profit administrative training. We also provide 
other unique projects each semester, such as our evangelistic 
Jewish holiday celebrations, interfaith benevolence projects, 
debates, and café-style youth outreaches. These numerous field 
ministry programs take students into several areas of New York 
City, including Manhattan, Queens, and Brooklyn.



Cost

We established the Feinberg Center to provide our students an 
affordable education and give them the opportunity to graduate 
debt-free, enabling them to enter vocational ministry without the 
tremendous burden of student loans.  To achieve this affordability, 
we offer a wide range of scholarships and subsidies to offset 
student costs. Not only is our tuition a quarter of what it would 
normally cost, we also provide student housing for single students 
and offer students with families a housing scholarship to make 
their rent affordable. The generous and regular support from our 
ministry partners makes an affordable education possible.

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

Chosen People Ministries would not exist without the faithful 
support of Christians around the world who stand with Israel and 
the Jewish people.  We are grateful for the prayers and sacrificial 
gifts that enable us to continue to bring the Gospel to the Jewish 
people in 16 countries around the globe.

Would you pray about supporting Your Mission to the Jewish 
People? I am praying that you will give generously and sacrificially 
as I believe we have a golden moment to join together in reaching 
Jewish people that may only come once in a lifetime. 

There are a number of ways you can give, but the easiest way is to 
visit our website, chosenpeople.com/donate.

You can also mail your donation to our International Headquarters: 
Chosen People Ministries . 241 E. 51st St. . New York, NY 10022

Lastly, you are always welcome to call us and give your donation with 
your credit or debit card over the phone.  Please call 212-223-2252 
Monday through Friday, between 8:30am and 5:00pm, Eastern Time.





Featured Resources

THE FALL FEASTS OF ISRAEL

Price $14.95

Israel’s three most significant biblical 
festivals—Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur 
and Sukkot—are examined in full, 
including a look at their biblical roots, 
their celebration in the time of Messiah, 
and by Jewish people today.

ISAIAH 53 EXPLAINED

Price $12.95 

Do you have questions about the meaning 
of life and spirituality? Maybe it is time 
to go right to the source and rethink your 
relationship with the Creator? “Isaiah 
53 Explained” will help kick start your 
personal pilgrimage and introduce you to 
a chapter in the Scriptures that has the 
potential to revolutionize your life!

USE THE FORM ON THE REVERSE SIDE  
TO ORDER THESE FEATURED RESOURCES:

MANY MORE RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE ON 
OUR WEBSITE: CHOSENPEOPLE.COM/STORE



FEATURED RESOURCES ORDER FORM 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery

Qty Item Code Price each Total

The Fall Feasts of Israel 3042 $14.95

Isaiah 53 Explained 3135 $12.95

SUBTOTAL

Add Shipping & Handling*

TOTAL

*Add the amount below that matches your product total and shipping destination.
Product Total  Continental U.S. Foreign Surface / Air
$0-$10 ............................................$5 ....................................... $7 / $11  
$10.01-$20 .....................................$6 .......................................$8 / $13 
$20.01-$30 ....................................$8 ...................................... $11 / $18 
$30.01-$50 ...................................$10 .....................................$13 / $22 
$50.01-$100 ..................................$12 ..................................... $15 / $31 
over $100 ...........................weight dependant ....................weight dependant

PAYMENT/DONATIONS:
You can also give online at chosenpeople.com/donate

 My check or money order is enclosed for $_____  
 Make checks payable to Chosen People Ministries

 I authorize Chosen People Ministries to deduct a one-time gift of  $________  
 from my credit card

  Please charge my credit card for my purchase.
   Visa        MasterCard        AMEX        Discover 
 Credit Card #    Exp. Date /

 Verification Code       Phone__________________________
 Signature____________________________    Date____________

We appreciate those who can give regularly, as it allows us to plan our evangelistic outreach. 
Would you like to support Chosen People Ministries every month? You can. Join our convenient 
Watchmen for Jerusalem program & authorize automatic payments from your credit card or bank.

 I authorize Chosen People Ministries to deduct a monthly gift of  
  $100   $50   $25   $______ from my credit card (see above).

 I prefer to give monthly via bank draft and have enclosed a voided check for   
 account verification. Please arrange automatic withdrawals of   
  $100   $50   $25   $______  to be deducted once a month,  
 beginning _______. (month/year)

Chosen People Ministries • 241 E. 51st Street • New York, NY 10022 • 212-223-2252




